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The light ... the blue...

The Place Marina of Agios Nikolaos - The only one in Crete
Member of AEMA
Aghios Nikolaos, with 10,500 inhabitants, is the capital of the Lassithi province of Crete. All of Mirabello Gulf holds a special interest for the many visitors who enjoy deep-water fishing and diving ex-
It is built around a picturesque lake at the northwestern side of the Merabello bay, the biggest bay in plorations. The Marina of Aglas Nikolaos Is built to European dimensions and standards, and is capable of ac-
Crete. commodating up to 2565 crafts all year round that visit from all over the world. Visitors to the Marina can avail of
The beauty here is endless with the seasons succeeding one another. its excellent water and electricity supply systems, and modern anchorage. Being located in the heart of the town,
The climate is unique: Dry, without humidity. The area is inhabited since antiquity, travelers can easily and quickly avail of the entertainment options In town, travel to see the more important ar-

cheological slahts or traditional villages, or go shopping in the many and diverse stores nearby,
Tel.: 28410-82384; 28410-82385 Fax:28410-82386
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The History

The clty of Aghlos Nikolaos ks bullt on the location of the anclent "Lato pros Kamara® —port of “Lato Etera®, Both towns formed
one sdminlstrative uoit , which flourished during the Srd century. Both worshipped goddess Elithyela (goddess of childbirth) and
ey hused thee samie colns = with Elithyeln or Artemls (Dlana) on one side and “Hermes Litlon™ on the other — us well as thelr awn
economy The Latlans, contrary o other towns, which were almost constantly In war with other cltles, were In good terms with thelr
adjolning ¢itles of Elounda, Driros, Milatos and Minos e
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According Lo fhae legend,

Atbena and Artemls Vellomariis

were washitog thair halr af the deep waters of the lakoe,

There Is not enough reflerence aboul the Byzantine period. During the Venetlan occapation (E204-1669) Genoan plrates bullt a L |
castle on top of the Kefall hill {prefecture hill), which was renmmed by the Venethans to "Merabello” and gave Its name to the whole - 3
reglon, The custle has heen destroved by the earthguakes and burnt during the plrate rajds.

Thie riisklves, not able (o sew the bottoom, called (e Tnke “ollombies™ or “sonk™, miennabng (el 0 lisy been created by a land- : . :
sliche: untll the Clirlsting commnilesioner Costas Adossidls Padsas connectid (he lake (o e son fn 1867 and lis stagnant The city of Aglos Nikolaox hues been thrust aside during the years of the Turkish occupation and was re-Inhabited In the 1860°s by

waters hecame clear. Tha English noval fraveler Spratt, who was mapping the laland, found s depth balog 210 fest (64 ’llﬂlﬂm lmnSiuldn. from Krltsa and other Cretons. In 1881 I_l-m.“ small plcturesogue village of few people and In 1900 had 500
crisstuers) sl ] thomd Llibe pbggld Do Hhee oopuening of s inchergronnd rlver. Inhabltants. However, In 1905, 1t became the caplital of the province.



